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Controversy[edit] 

 

This article's Criticism or Controversy section may compromise the 
article's neutral point of view of the subject. Please integrate the 
section's contents into the article as a whole, or rewrite the material. (January 

2013) 

Criticism of reporting[edit] 
Some journalists and journalism professors specializing in health care have criticized Gupta's 
coverage. Trudy Lieberman, a regular Nation contributor on healthcare and director of the health and 
medicine reporting program at the CUNY Graduate School of Journalism,[35] reviewed Gupta's 
"ineptitude" in reporting on the McCain health plan. Lieberman criticized Gupta for relying on 
insurance industry statistics, and a health expert quoted by Lieberman said that Gupta's reporting 
“gives a gross oversimplification".[36] 

Peter Aldhous criticized Gupta's "enthusiasm for many forms of medical screening – even when the 
scientific evidence indicates that it may not benefit patients". He and other medical journalists 
accuse him of a "pro-screening bias" in promoting widespread electrocardiogram and prostate 
cancer screening, even though medical authorities like the US Preventive Services Task Force 
recommend against it.[37] 

Others have criticized Gupta's promotion of Merck's cervical cancer vaccine Gardasil, without 
disclosing the financial arrangements between CNN and Merck.[38] 

Gary Schwitzer, professor of health journalism at the University of Minnesota School of Journalism, 
has also criticized Gupta's reporting.[39][40] 

Michael Moore dispute[edit] 
A July 9, 2007, broadcast of CNN's The Situation Room aired a fact-check segment by Gupta 
on Michael Moore's 2007 film Sicko in which Gupta stated that Moore had "fudged facts".[41] 

Immediately following the segment, Moore was interviewed live on CNN by Wolf Blitzer. Moore said 
that Gupta's report was inaccurate and biased, and Moore later posted a detailed response on his 
website.[42] Moore accused CNN of being biased in favor of the drug industry because most of the 
sponsors for their medical coverage were drug companies. 

On July 10, 2007, Gupta debated Moore on Larry King Live; on July 15, CNN released a statement 
in response to Michael Moore's rebuttal.[43] In it, they apologized for an error in their on-air report, 
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having stated that in the film Moore reported Cuba spends $25 per person for health care when the 
film actually gave that number as $251. CNN attributed this to a transcription error. CNN defended 
the rest of Gupta's report responding point-by-point to Moore's response, contending that 
comparison of data from different sources in different years was in effect "cherry picking" results, at 
the cost of statistical accuracy. 
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